
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 7 May 2009] 

 p3515c-3515c 
President; Hon Norman Moore 

 [1] 

SELECT COMMITTEE INTO THE APPROPRIATENESS OF POWERS AND PENALTIES  
FOR BREACHES OF PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGEAND CONTEMPTS OF PARLIAMENT 

First Report � �Select Committee into the Appropriateness of Powers and Penalties  
for Breaches of Parliamentary Privilege and Contempts of Parliament� � Tabling 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Nick Griffiths): I table the first report of the Select Committee into the 
Appropriateness of Powers and Penalties for Breaches of Parliamentary Privilege and Contempts of Parliament.  
[See paper 719.] 

Motion 

On motion by Hon Norman Moore (Leader of the House), resolved � 

That the first report of the Select Committee into the Appropriateness of Powers and Penalties for 
Breaches of Parliamentary Privilege and Contempt of Parliament be printed.  

Statement by Leader of the House 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral � Leader of the House) [11.03 am] � by leave: The select 
committee has reviewed the appropriateness of the powers and penalties available to the houses of the Western 
Australian Parliament to deal with breaches of parliamentary privilege and contempts of Parliament, and made 
six recommendations. Foremost among these, the committee has recommended that the Parliament�s power to 
imprison persons be abolished. The committee considered that the penalty of imprisonment should be available 
only to a court of law, though the committee has also recommended that the power of either house to temporarily 
detain persons misconducting themselves in the parliamentary precinct should be retained in order that the 
Parliament can protect itself against any disruption to its proceedings. The committee has recommended an 
expanded capacity for either house to fine a person who is found guilty of a contempt of Parliament. In part, this 
recommendation is a consequence of the recommended abolition of the imprisonment penalty. The current 
statutory arrangements restrict the Parliament�s capacity to fine to a number of specific contempts. The 
committee considered that the houses should have the capacity to fine a person for any contempt of Parliament 
and for any amount determined to be appropriate by the house. The committee also recommended that the 
capacity for either house to expel a member of Parliament be abolished. The committee has further 
recommended that a set of guidelines relating to contempts of Parliament, similar to those in the Australian 
Senate, should be adopted by both houses of the Western Australian Parliament to provide greater clarity 
regarding actions that may be deemed a contempt of Parliament. The committee further recommended that five 
sections of the Criminal Code dealing with offences directly related to the operations of the Parliament be 
repealed. Lastly, the committee recommended that the WA parliamentary precinct be defined in legislation.  
I commend the report to the house and encourage all members to review the report and its recommendations. I 
believe the house should consider this report in a timely manner and, subject to the agreement of the house, 
implement the recommendations without significant delay. To this end, I advise members that I intend to move 
to schedule consideration of this committee report for debate in the near future.  
Ordered that consideration of the statement be made an order of the day for the next sitting.  
 


